ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE NATIONAL ELECTORAL COMMISSION 
AFTER THE PRESS CONFERENCE HELD ON
9 OCTOBER 2011 AT 8.30 A.M. CET AT THE NEC’S HEADQUARTERS


On 9th October 2011 at 8.30 a.m. at the headquarters of the National Electoral Commission press conference about the commencement and course of voting in the elections to the Seym and Senate of the Republic of Poland was held.

Conference participants:
Chairperson of NEC: Stefan Jaworski, 
NEC Member: Antoni Włodzimierz Ryms,
Secretary of NEC: Kazimierz Czaplicki – Head of the National Electoral Office.

Chairperson of the National Electoral Commission, judge Stefan Jaworski announced that in 24 268 polling stations of Precinct Electoral Commissions voting started according to the plan, at 7 a.m. The day before, voting started in precincts located on the western hemisphere. 
So far, the voting has been taking place according to the plan, and there have been no disruptions, with the exception of one polling station in Gorzów Wielkopolski. 
Judge Włodzimierz Ryms informed the journalists gathered at the press conference that until of 7 a.m. 97 minor incidents took place, including: tearing down posters, handing out leaflets, destroying banners. 
Judge Włodzimierz Ryms presented details of two incidents. The first one consisted in the fact that yesterday evening one of internet portals published an opinion poll in the form of a pre-election forecast. The matter will be dealt with by the Prosecutor's Office. The second incident was of a more serious nature, which was emphasized by the Chairperson of NEC, judge Stefan Jaworski. In front of one of polling stations in Gorzów Wielkopolski a parcel was found which the police assessed to be a serious and real threat. As a result, it was impossible to open the polling station on time and it was necessary to evacuate people from an adjacent building. Currently, the matter is being investigated. Secretary of NEC, Kazimierz Czaplicki, answering a question about a possible relocation of the polling station, informed the journalists that in that area there was no other building that would meet all the requirements to host a polling station and that there was no such possibility. Chairperson of NEC, judge Stefan Jaworski, announced that as for that moment no decision had been taken about possible prolongation of voting in that polling station. The situation in being monitored on ongoing basis. Decision about possible prolongation of voting shall be taken by Precinct Electoral Commission.
Chairperson of NEC repeated the general rules of voting in the elections to the Seym and Senate of the Republic of Poland.

Next press conference will take place at the NEC headquarters at 10.30 a.m. Information about turnout and course of voting until 9.00 a.m. will be provided.

Latest news:
According to the Secretary of NEC, Kazimierz Czaplicki, situation in the polling station in Gorzów Wielkopolski is under control and voting shall start at 9.30 a.m. Suspicious looking parcel was transported to a military training ground. There is no information whether the parcel contained explosives. 

